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Fed. 77. See 23 Harv. L. Rev. 636. In such cases the value of the claim 
should be determined by the liability as fixed. See In re Smith, 146 Fed. 923, 
926. The liability of the indorser becomes fixed only to pay the amount 
unpaid by the maker at maturity after due notice. It would seem, therefore, 
that the holder in the principal case should have been required to reduce 
his claim by the amount of the payments. 

Banks and Banking — Effect of Payment through Clearing-House. 
— A check indorsed by the defendant was sent through the clearing-house and 
charged against the drawee bank. The bank paid up the balance at the clear- 
ing-house, but being notified of the drawer's insolvency, returned the check 
before the close of the banking day, without having debited the drawer's ac- 
count. Held, that this constitutes a dishonor of the check. Columbia-Knick- 
erbocker Trust Co. v. Miller, 48 N. Y. L. J. 670 (N. Y. Sup. Ct). 

In the New York clearing-house checks are canceled off and the net credits 
and liabilities adjusted with the clearing-house at about one o'clock. By its 
constitution, errors are rectified between the banks themselves, and money is 
immediately refunded for bad checks returned on the same banking day. Thus 
the payment through the clearing-house is only a conditional payment, which 
becomes absolute at the end of the banking day if the drawee bank has not re- 
turned the check, or by some unequivocal act, such as debiting the drawer's 
account, affirmatively ratified the payment. Manufacturers' National Bank v. 
Thompson, 1 29 Mass. 438 ; Atlas National Bank v. National Exchange Bank, 176 
Mass. 300, 57 N. E. 605. See Morse, Banks and Banking, 4 ed., § 349. In 
the principal case the cause of refusal arose after the check was debited in 
the clearing-house. The clearing-house agreement, however, does not state 
that the cause of refusal must exist before that time, but simply gives an 
option to return until the close of the banking day. It would be inconvenient 
to find out in each case exactly when the cause of refusal arose. There is 
nothing to prevent the law from giving full effect to the intention of the 
parties. 

Conflict of Laws — Marriage — Jurisdiction for Nullification. — 
A marriage ceremony was performed in New Jersey between parties resident 
in New York, one of whom was under eighteen years of age. A statute made 
such a marriage voidable if performed in New York. In New Jersey the mar- 
riage, although forbidden, was probably valid. Held, that the New York court 
has jurisdiction to annul the marriage. Cunningham v. Cunningham, 206 
N. Y. 341. See Notes, p. 253. 

Constitutional Law — Contempt of Court — Power of Legislature 
to Regulate Punishment for Contempt. — A state statute provided that 
punishment for contempt should not exceed a fine of $5° or imprisonment for 
ten days. A court created by the constitution imposed a fine in excess of that 
allowed by the statute. Held, that the statute does not violate the state con- 
stitution. Ex parte Creasy, 148 S. W. 914 (Mo., Sup. Ct.). 

Courts created under constitutions almost unanimously assert their inherent 
power to punish for contempt. Easton\. State, 39 Ala. 551. See State v. Morrill, 
16 Ark. 384, 388. But see Ex parte Hickey, 12 Miss. 751, 776-780. The 
cases apparently conflict only as to whether the legislature can regulate that 
power. Some courts refuse to recognize such regulation on the ground that it 
is inconsistent with their inherent power to punish. Railway Co. v. Gildersleeve, 
219 Mo. 170, 118 S. W. 86; Burke v. Territory, 2 Okl. 499, 37 Pac. 829. The 
principal case, however, follows the view that the power can be regulated. In 
re Gorham, 129 N. C. 481, 40 S. E. 311. See Wyalt v. People, 17 Colo. 252, 261, 
28 Pac. 961, 964. A third view allows procedural regulation only. Mahoneyv. 



